










A Walk Through 
the Past
by Shelba Nivens

Schools have been in operation in 
the Chelsea area for over 120 years. 
During my research for a book of local 
history back in the 1980s, several early 
residents, now deceased, shared with 
me their memories of some of these 
early schools.

Center Institute, located near Liberty 
Baptist Church, was remembered as 
the first school around Chelsea. Theron 
Holcombe, who taught at Chelsea 
for many years and did considerable 
research on Shelby County schools, 
said the first class was held in Liberty 
Church, and was taught by a Mrs. 
Harper in 1884. 

Dovie Chesser recalled a two-story 
school building at Chelsea where her 
youngest son, Frank, Jr. began first 
grade. It was located across the rail-
road from Chesser and Weldon stores, 
“about where Autry’s apartments are 
now.”

“But it got burned out around 1913,” 
she recalled. “Oh, that was the 
awfulest thing! I believe it caught from 
a stove pipe upstairs. Lots of people 
opened up their houses and let them 
have rooms to hold school.”

After that school burned, construction 
of a new school building began 
“where Chelsea School (on Highway 
39) is now located,” she said.

Blue Back Spellers  
And A Horse  
Named Dan

had syrup buckets to take our lunch to 
school in. We took whatever we could 
carry from home in a bucket.”

One of the more interesting stories was 
shared by Lillian Moore, who came to 
Chelsea from Kentucky in 1921 as the 
bride of Willis Moore, and taught at 
Chelsea for many years.

She also taught at East Saginaw School, 
located near the junction of present-
day highways 69 and 74. Recalling 
her mode of travel to East Saginaw, she 
said, “I had an old horse named Dan, 
and he would really go fast.” When 
he broke into a wild gallop down the 
rough road, she would “just hang on” 
and let him go.

On her way to school, she had to pass 
a sawmill, and one day just before she 
reached it, old Dan began to “run in 
high.” Three men working at the mill 
heard the horse coming really fast 
and, thinking that it must be a run-
away, ran out to the road to stop it. 
However, when they saw that it was 
only the schoolmarm on old Dan 
they knew that everything was under 
control and went back to their work 
as she galloped past.
(Taken from Early History of the K-Springs/
Chelsea Area” by Shelba Nivens)

According to Mrs. Holcombe, 
“The first school lunchroom in 
the county was at Chelsea on 
an experimental basis.” Mrs. 
John E. Ferguson, Sr. was the 
first lunchroom worker, and 
parents came in to help her. The 
school bought milk from local 
farmers, among them Blanton 
Moore and Luther Kendrick.

Clifton Kendrick recalled that around 
1896 his father, Luther, donated land 
for a school building at K-Springs. 
It was erected on the hill above the 
springs, where the old, white K-Springs 
Church of God building now stands 
along side Country Road 39.

Clifton started first grade at K-Springs 
in 1899. In the 1980s, Mable Shirley 
Peters still had an old blue-back 
speller used at the school in the 1920s 
when Cecile Prather was her teacher. 
Arithmetic, grammar, state history, 
algebra and science were among the 
classes taught there.

William T. (Will) Kendrick is said to 
have been the first teacher at K-Springs. 
Other early teachers were Albert 
Blackerby, Lexie Kendrick and Judge 
Harper. Cecil Kendrick recalled that 
Judge Harper told students, “Always 
tell the truth if it takes the skin off your 
nose.”

A.P. Niven recalled that he “went 
under the hill and got a bucket of water 
and brought it up to the school. “We 
made paper cups to drink from. We 



As you are all aware, this is election year and this is a very important time for our country. The news media is filled with clips 
and interviews with the candidates. Carefully research the candidates, listen to what they have to say, and pray about your vote. 
Your vote does matter. Pray for our nation as a whole that we will have leaders that obey God’s direction for our country. Pray 
for the safety of our military as they are placed in very dangerous situations in order to protect us. We are very blessed to live 
in such a great country. 
For upcoming events, please contact Karen Henderson at 678-8455 or send emails to khenderson@cityofchelsea.com.

City Of Chelsea
SCHOOL, CHURCH & COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

SCHOOL 
NEWS
September 24 – “SEE YOU AT THE POLES” 
at Chelsea Middle School and Chelsea 
High School. This is a time for students to 
gather together and pray.

Varsity Football Schedule
September 19	 Talladega	 Away
September 26	 Jemison (4A)	 Away
October 3	 Sylacauga	 Away
October 10	 Briarwood	 Home
October 17	 Hazel Green (6A)	 Home
October 24	 Shelby County	 Home
October 31	 Calera (4A)	 Home

Varsity games begin at 7:00 pm.

CHRISTMAS PARADE
Make plans to participate in or attend the 9th Annual Chelsea 
Christmas Parade that will be held this year on Saturday, 
December 20 at 10:00 am. This is a well-anticipated family 
event in our community that is enjoyed by all who attend. 
The parade begins at Chelsea Intermediate School and ends 
at Winn Dixie. Amateur floats are encouraged and a limited 
number of professional floats can also be purchased. For safety 
concerns, motorcycles and ATV’s may not be entered in the 
parade. Additionally, parade placement will not be available 
until arrival at the school. In order to reduce traffic congestion 
in the line-up area, all groups must meet at an alternate location 
and come to the parade line-up as a single group. To register 
online, go to www.cityofchelsea.com and click on Christmas 
Parade. Also, in the event of inclement weather, please refer to 
the website for parade updates. The deadline to register for the 
parade is Monday, December 15. 

CHURCH NEWS
Union The Church at Chelsea Park has a 
program called His Kids Mother’s Day Out/
Preschool. This program is for children ages 
12 months to preK. With its close proximity 
to Chelsea Park Elementary School, it is 

convenient to drop off and pick up your child. Fall semester 
began September 2nd and the program will run Tuesdays through 
Thursdays from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm. For more information, 
please contact Marquita Miller at 910-0302.
Liberty Baptist Church - Mark your calendar for the following 
events:
October 9	 – Simple Recipes for Simple Chefs
October 10	 - Fifth Quarter at Sports Blast after the game
October 17	 – Fifth Quarter at LBC after the game
October 29	 – Fall Festival at 6:30 pm
November 23	– Church wide Thanksgiving meal
December 14	– Christmas Musical Celebration
December 21	– Christmas Music of the Season
December 24	– Special Christmas Eve Service

BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA
Blue Star Mothers of America is in the process of organizing a 
chapter in the Chelsea area. This will be the first chapter for the 
state of Alabama. Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. is a non-
profit organization that offers support to mothers who have 
children that serve in the military, National Guard or active 
reserves, or those who have been honorably discharged. This 
group also actively encourages Gold Star Mothers, which is a 
group of mothers who have lost a child during war times. Blue 
Star Mothers participate in many projects to provide assistance 
to our armed forces and also the Red Cross and USO and they 
offer support to the families of the Fallen Heroes of the Global 
War on Terrorism. To learn the history of this organization, go 
to the national website at www.bluestarmothers.org.
For more information, please contact Pam Wilson at 678-
7674or send emails to pwilson56@hotmail.com. 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
The City of Chelsea is in support of organizing a grief 
support group where families and friends can come 
together to grieve the loss of their loved ones. Angela 
Madison has been working with Shelby County School 
Counselors to get this group organized and many have 
graciously volunteered their time. Angela is in the 
process of having flyers placed in the Shelby County 
Schools and around our community. The first meeting 
will be at the Sr. Citizen Lodge on October 9th at 7:00 
pm.  For further information on this group, you may 
reach Angela at angmadison@bellsouth.net or you can 
reach her by phone at 213-0251.

BUSINESS NEWS
Dr. Kelly Page is opening an orthodontic practice at Jade Park 
on Chesser Crane Road. Kelly and her family are members of 
Liberty Baptist Church where she teaches 8th grade girls. She 
graduated from UAB School of Dentistry in 1997. The tentative 
opening date is October 20. 
The office will initially be open two days per week with plans 
to extend hours as needed.
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HOURS
Monday and Wednesday

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Tuesday 

9:00 am - 7:00 pm
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

9:00 am- 2:00 pm

E-MAIL
dpolk@shelbycounty-al.org

PHONE NUMBER
205-678-8455
205-678-7942 fax

Wow- did we have a big summer or what?!  We 
had an AWESOME summer reading program.  
Over 100 children caught the reading bug. 
There were over 890 books read and the average 
attendance at our programs were 45, some lower 
some higher.  I want to thank the City of Chelsea 
and the Chelsea Kiwanis again for their support. 
I also want to thank local businesses that donated 
to our programs – Chelsea Lane, the Dollar Tree, 
and Hobby Lobby all gave items that were used 
in our programs. Thank you Geneva Talmadge 
for your work in securing the donations.

Our presenters this summer were Lara Yanagisawa, 
Chelsea Fire and Rescue, North Shelby Baptist 
Puppet team, McWain Center and Alabama 
Snow (yum!)—We could not have done it 
without you.

Along with the exciting summer reading program 
the library it has taken a very giant step.  This 
past summer we became a municipal library.  We 
are no longer a branch of Harrison Regional 

Library although we are still part of the Shelby 
County Library system.  Along with becoming 
a municipal library the first Library Board was 
established. The board members are: Col. John 
Ritchie, Earlene Isbell, Charles Woodrow, Paula 
Baker and Dawn Wilson.  Our city liaison is 
Mike Denton.

The month of September we will be conducting a 
survey of the library services. We would love your 
feedback.  Pick up a survey here at the library and 
return by September 30 for a chance for a $25 
gift certificate from Books a Million. Also on the 
survey is a place to sign up for a quarterly library 
newsletter that will be distributed by e-mail or 
pick up at the library. If you want on the list 
and did not fill out a survey you can e-mail me 
at dpolk@shelbycounty-al.org.

Thank you for a great summer! 
Happy Reading 
Dana Polk
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Library News

Newcomer 
Invitation

— Chelsea —  
A Great Place to Call Home!

New to the City? 
We would like to invite you to 

Stop by the City Hall 
for a map and information 

about Chelsea.

Provided by the City and the South Shelby 
Chamber of Commerce.


